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◆Exhibition Title: The Journey of Old Imari 

Event Period: September 2nd – November 23th, 2026 

  

◆Exhibition Overview 

This exhibition traces the journey of Imari ware as it crossed the seas from 

Japan to the wider world. 

Full-scale production of Imari ware—Japan’s first porcelain—began in the 

1610s, and by around 1650, it was being exported overseas, primarily to 

Europe. This development was driven by the disruption of the supply of 

Chinese porcelain, which had previously dominated the European market; 

the 1644 dynastic transition in China from the Ming to the Qing dynasty had 

made Chinese wares difficult to obtain. Consequently, the Dutch East India 

Company, which managed these exports, turned to Japanese porcelain as a 

new trade commodity. 

While Imari ware initially drew inspiration from Chinese porcelain, unique 

Japanese designs gradually emerged, eventually leading to the creation of the 

Kakiemon style specifically for the export market. 

Once it crossed the seas, Imari ware did more than simply brighten daily life 

as a household commodity; it captivated European royalty and aristocracy as 

a decorative element in their palaces, cultivating new value within a foreign 

cultural context. 

We invite you to experience the beauty of Imari ware and discover the 

remarkable journey it undertook across the globe. 

◆Highlights 

Through this exhibition, you can learn about the history and charm of Bizen ware. 

◆Recommended works  

 

「Lidded Jar and Vase with Underglaze Cobalt-blue Design of Peony and 

Phoenix」 



Exported Imari ware captivated European royalty and aristocracy. Beyond 

merely using the ware in their daily lives, they displayed it in their palaces 

as part of their collections; consequently, matching sets of jars and vases were 

highly prized. This piece is a set comprising three jars and two vases. 

◆Highlights 

Japanese Imari ware served as the inspiration for the establishment of the 

Meissen Porcelain Manufactory in Germany and the Vienna Porcelain 

Manufactory in Austria. This exhibition features a comparison between Imari 

ware and porcelain produced at these European kilns, so we invite you to view 

them side by side. 

◆Introduction about Imari ware 

Imari ware is a type of porcelain that originated around 400 years ago around 

present-day Arita-cho, Saga Prefecture, and is still being produced today. It was also 

exported to Europe in the 17th and 18th centuries, attracting much royalty and 

aristocracy. 

Even today, Imari ware continues to have many fans. 

 


