
Sannose Gohonjin Art Museum 

◆Exhibition Title  Event period：  September 13th to November 9th, 2026  

Collection Exhibition Ⅰ  

“ Fragments of Time Beauty and Daily Life in the Edo Period ”   

 

◆Exhibition Overview 

In the field of food culture, we showcase how the 

people of Edo enjoyed a rich culinary life through 

works such as the ukiyo-e print *Tōto Kōmei 

Kaiseki Zukushi* by Utagawa Hiroshige and 

Utagawa Toyokuni (the third generation), as well 

as lacquered serving trays that added a touch of 

splendor to outings and banquets. These examples 

offer a glimpse into the rich evolution of Japanese 

culinary culture that continues to this day. 

We will also display calligraphy and paintings 

that capture the spirit of the seasons and embody 

the spirit of hospitality. Folding screens and 

hanging scrolls—while serving practical 

purposes—are imbued with an aesthetic 

sensibility that reflects the four seasons and 

cultural refinement. 

 

Furthermore, the exhibition features armor—the 

very soul of the samurai—as well as ceramics such 

as Imari ware, which evolved from Japan’s first 

porcelain into a global export industry; 

lacquerware furnishings adorned with maki-e 

designs that gracefully embellished interiors; and 

glass crafts such as Edo Kiriko. 

 

These are “Fragments of Time” from the people of 

the Edo period, who found beauty in everyday life 

and lived with a rich spirit. Through this diverse 

collection of artworks, we invite you to appreciate 

the refined aesthetic sensibilities of the era and 

the exceptional craftsmanship of the artisans. 

 

 

《Figurine of Woman  
with Overglaze Polychrom Enamel》 
Imari ware（Kinrande style） 
1700s-50s, Porcelain 

《Octagonal Bottle with Overglaze  
Enamel Design of Floral》 
Imari ware（Kakiemon-style） 
1670s-90s, Porcelain 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

《Tōto kōmei kaiseki zukushi 》 
Kabuki actor : ICHIKAWA, Kodanji Ⅳ  
Role: Ikyū of Beard 
Creator: UTAGAWA, HiroshigeⅠ  1797-1858 

UTAGAWA, Toyokuni Ⅲ 1786-1864    
Paper, Colored woodblock print, 1852   
The restaurant for the motif: 
“Mankyū” in Nihonbashi-yoshichō  

《Portable Picnic Set with design of 
“Tsurubishi” family crest by Maki-e.》 
 
Edo period 
Lacquer on wood, maki-e 

《 Lacquered Display Cabinet 
with Design of Willows and Uji 
Bridge in Gold Maki-e on Nashiji 
Ground》 
 
Edo period (estimated)  
Lacquer on wood, maki-e 

《Tōto kōmei kaiseki zukushi 》 
Kabuki actor : IWAI, Kumesaburō Ⅲ  
Role: Osato, the sushi restaurant's daughter. 
Creator: UTAGAWA, HiroshigeⅠ  1797-1858 

UTAGAWA, Toyokuni Ⅲ 1786-1864    
Paper, Colored woodblock print, 1852   
The restaurant for the motif:  

“Matsu no zushi ” in Ataka Rokkembori 



 

 

Concurrent Exhibition: 

 “The world of SUDA, Kunitaro”  

Part of the second floor of this collection exhibition features works by the oil painter SUDA, 

Kunitaro (1891-1961), who left a significant mark on the history of modern Japanese painting. 

He was born and raised in Kyoto, the ancient capital of Japan, and his various experiences and 

perspectives, including Noh chanting, which he studied from an early age, and his studies abroad in 

Spain, led him to explore and create a synthesis of Eastern and Western painting. 

 The exhibition features work from the museum's collection, including oil paintings , photographs 

he took around Europe during his four-year study abroad trip starting at the age of 28, Suda's favorite 

items, and pottery he made himself. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

《Weeds》 

Kunitaro Suda (1891-1961) 

1940  Oil on canvas 

《Eagle perching on the tree》 

Kunitaro Suda (1891-1961) 

n.d.  Ink and tint color on paper   



 

◆ Other interesting exhibits 

Additionally, visitors can appreciate Japanese armor and princess palanquins (vehicles used by 

feudal lords for their princesses and carried by several people) from the late Edo period.   

The works of Suda Kunitaro (1891-1961), a painter active in Kyoto, are also on display here. His 

collection of many unusual little toys will also be interesting. These are the omake (free gifts) that 

come with the Japanese "Glico" caramel candy. These are extras that were included in the 1950s. 

Although the contents are different, they are still sold today and have a 100-year history. 

 

▲Armor and Princess Palanquins (Late Edo period)    ▲Toy attached to “Glico” (1950’s) 

 

◆Interesting points in front of this museum 

 

■Exterior 

This location was an inn during the Edo period (1603-

1867) and was an official inn where feudal lords and 

aristocrats stayed. In those days, such official inns were 

called "Honjin.” This building is a reconstruction of the 

exterior of the "Honjin." Visitors can enjoy the atmosphere 

of old Japan. 

 

 

■Naga-gangi 

The stone steps of the sea in front of this building date back to 

the Edo period (1603-1867). These stone steps were built in an 

ingenious way to make it easier to get in and out of small boats. 

It is called "Naga-gangi.” 

 

■Kaidenma 

The wooden boat in front of this building is a traditional Japanese small boat that was built in 

1983, a relatively new period of manufacture. It does not have an engine and is rowed manually 

with oars. This wooden boat is called "Kaidenma.” This kind of ship was used as a high-speed 

messenger boat. Today, “Kaidenma” is used for local festivals and events such as the Korean 

envoys' re-enactment procession in Shimokamagari, Hiroshima. 


