Shotoen Museums and Gardens
Commemorative Museum of Korean Missions

@ Exhibition Title : Japanese Landscapes Seen by the Joseon Tongsinsa
Event Period: September 2nd — November 23th, 2026

@ What is Chosen Tsushinshi / Joseon Missions to Japan

The Korean Missions were diplomatic missions that came to Japan during the Edo period
(1603-1868) as Missions for the King of Korea. At the time, diplomatic relations were
restricted in Japan, so the Korean Envoys were the missions that telled valuable information
and culture from foreign countries, and are said to have had a major impact on Japanese
society. The Korean Missions traveling back and forth between Japan and the Joseon Dynasty
enabled the two countries to maintain peaceful relations for over 200 years.

@ Exhibition Overview

Upon departing from Busan, the Joseon missions to Edo—diplomatic
delegations from the Joseon Dynasty—traveled via Tsushima, Iki, and
Ainoshima, making their way through the Seto Inland Sea toward Osaka.
From Osaka, they ascended the Yodo River aboard the magnificent, ornate
state barges typically used for the *sankin-kotai* (alternate attendance)
processions, disembarking at Yodo in Kyoto to continue the journey to Edo by
land. The envoys meticulously documented the Japanese landscapes they
observed during their stops in various regions in records known as
*shikoroku* (mission chronicles).

This exhibition showcases the scenery of Japan as viewed by the Joseon
missions, drawing primarily from the museum's own collection. Also on
display is a document from Kure City that has been inscribed on the UNESCO
Memory of the World Register: *Chosenjin Raicho Oboe: Bizen Gochiso-sen
Gyoretsu-zu* (Picture Scroll of the Bizen Fleet Serving Chosen Tsushinsi).

@ View Point

Through this exhibition, you can learn what the Japanese landscape looked

like during the Edo period.

[Document’s Title : Picture Scroll of the Bizen Fleet Serving Chosen Tsushinsi |
This depicts the procession of the 10th Korean Envoys departing Hibi Port in 1748



(Enkyo 5) ,and heading toward Ushimado. The Bizen clan was in charge of guarding

the Korean Envoy ships. Three hundred seventy ships are illustrated, with the Korean
Envoy’s ship in the center. Judging from the mast and flag of the Envoy’s ship, we can
see that they sailed smoothly. At Tsushima Waniura, the Deputy Delegate’s ship was
destroyed by a fire. The illustrator’s memorandum states that because the Deputy
Delegate’s ship was burned down there is a Japanese ship. This disaster happened in
Tsushima and the news traveled far and accurately to the ports of the Seto Inland Sea.
Judging from these Japanese people were following the news about the Korean Envoys
with great interest.



