Seijiro Mori: Memories of Landscapes

From the very beginning of his career, Western-style painter Seijiro Mori (1921-2004)
devoted himself almost exclusively to landscape painting. He traveled throughout Japan,
capturing vanishing old houses and streetscapes in his paintings through his masterful use of
oil paints. His works feature meticulously rendered stone walls and outer walls, fields and dirt
roads that evoke a sense of dust and dampness, and water surfaces reflecting the surrounding
scenery. Centered on the reproduction of such details, his exceptional descriptive skill has
earned him widespread acclaim. This exhibition presents Mori’s landscape paintings, which
depict scenes from Shimokamagari—a place of our museum—as well as various locations

across Japan and Europe.

Mori studied under Manjiro Terauchi (1890-1964) at Tokyo Fine Arts School(now Tokyo
University of the Arts), and, following his mentor’s example—who had devoted himself to
nude paintings — he painted nudes himself. However, Terauchi’s words of encouragement
regarding his landscape paintings bolstered his confidence, leading him to fully commit to the
genre. This exhibition also features landscape paintings by Terauchi, whom Mori regarded as

his lifelong mentor.

As you gaze at Mori’s works, which evoke the ever-changing light and atmosphere of each
season, you may feel as though you are watching the scenes the artist cherished. At times, the
works may even evoke nostalgic memories in the viewer. Why not take a moment to savor the
landscape captured in these paintings and let your thoughts wander to the memories they

evoke?



